Oldmans Township Committee
Meeting Minutes
July 10, 2024


The regular meeting of the Oldmans Township Committee was held on July 10, 2024.  Meeting was called to order by Mayor Murphy at 7:00 pm.  This meeting was held in compliance with the Sunshine Law.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Members Present:   		David Murphy and Dean Sparks.  William Ferrell absent.

Approval of Minutes:		June 12, 2024 Regular Meeting
Dean Sparks made a motion to approve, David Murphy seconded and both agreed.
				
PRESENTATION		Paul Forlenza, TRICO JIF Risk Management Administrator
The time to renew the insurance contract for an another three years is approaching.  The current contract with TRICO JIF expires December, 2024.  Oldmans Township has been a member since 2003.  Insurance costs have increased worldwide and locally.  Currently TRICO JIF operation costs are at $.10 per$1.00 which is low.  The total dividend that the municipality has received since joining equates to $98,997.  TRICO JIF will need to know by October 1st if Oldmans will be renewing for an additional three year period.  If the Township does not wish to renew at that time, the Township would have to wait another three years before it could reapply to become a member of the TRICO JIF.  The JIF is membership driven.
								
PAYMENT OF BILLS	Dean Sparks made a motion to approve, David Murphy seconded and both agreed.

ADMINISTRATIVE

Ordinance 2024-07	Adoption of Floodplain Management Regulations 
	The federal government is making the states update their floodplain management program.  The ordinance was  written that if a property is located in a flood hazard area, any structure to be built must be a minimum of 1 foot off the ground.
Resolution 2024-97	Introduction to Ordinance 2024-07
	Dean Sparks made a motion to approve, David Murphy seconded and both agreed.

Ordinance 2024-08	Stormwater Control – Amending Chapter 148 “Stormwater Management”
	The State has mandated changes to the Stormwater Management program for all New Jersey municipalities.

Resolution 2024-98	Introduction to Ordinance 2024-08
	Dean Sparks made a motion to approve, David Murphy seconded and both agreed.

Resolution 2024-99	Assessment of Property Maintenance Fee In the Amount of $327.43 for Block 33/Lot 1
	Dean Sparks made a motion to approve, David Murphy seconded and both agreed.

Resolution 2024-100	Assessment of Property Maintenance Fee in the Amount of $419.93 for Block 35/Lot 16
	Dean Sparks made a motion to approve, David Murphy seconded and both agreed.

Resolution 2024-101	Mid-Salem County Municipal Court Addendum to 2024 Memorandum of Understanding
	Dean Sparks attended the most recent meeting in June.  Judge Telsey has requested security improvements be made which include security cameras, window coverings and “wanding” of court attendees.  The cost of the improvements will be divided among the five member municipalities with the fixed costs divided equally and other costs based on municipality percentage.	
	Dean Sparks made a motion to approve, David Murphy seconded and both agreed.

78 Perkintown Road – Affordable Housing Unit
The Township Committee needs to make a decision on how to proceed with this property which has been deemed to be affordable housing.  The property has been put up for sale a few times with no one expressing an interest.  The house does have septic approval.  Following discussion, Ms. Taylor will try to find out some hard costs so that the Committee can decide if they want to use funds from the Affordable Spending Plan to rehab the house.

Porcupine Road – Reduction of Speed Limit
The Salem County Commissioners have approved a reduction in the speed limit for Porcupine Road, beginning at Route 130 to the W. Mill Street intersection.  The speed limit will be reduced to 35 mph.

EMERGENCY SERVICES

Generator – Auburn Water & Auburn Fire:  According to Natural System Utilities, the Township’s public water contractor, Auburn Water must have its own separate generator which cannot be shared with Auburn Fire.   The Township was going to use ARP funds to finance the purchase and installation of the generator for Auburn Fire.  Melody Reese, Fire Chief, stated that Auburn Fire is having a contractor come out on Monday to give them a proposal for a generator.  The fire station has recently moved to propane heat and less electric use so a smaller generator might be possible.  The generator for Auburn Water exceeds the necessary capacity to run the public water system and if allowed, should be able to accommodate Auburn Fire.


PUBLIC COMMENTS

Justin Adams		Wanted to know the status of the “campground” by the DOD.

Melinda Taylor		Owner did not comply with judge’s ruling so going back to court in August.

Justin Adams		Wanted to know the status about the house at Rt. 130 and N. Railroad.

Melinda Taylor		Waiting for court order.  Should take about 1.5 month to receive.

Justin Adams		Asked if the sink hole on Carolina Drive could be patched.

Tom Tedesco	NJ American is responsible for the repair but will ask Scott Myers, Public Works, to temporarily fix.  

Kevin Norton	Questioned the use of the “campground” property.

Melinda Taylor	Property is not in compliance with Township property maintenance code.

Frank Mongiello	Wanted to know about the status of the 4-way stop signs off Pedricktown-Woodstown Road.

David Murphy	Both intersections are to be converted to 4-way stops; should be done in the fall.  Thirty days advance notice will be given of the new traffic pattern.

Frank Mongiello	Suggested having N. Railroad Avenue changed to parking allowed on only one side of the street.

Melinda Taylor	Township would need to pass a resolution recommending the change and send the resolution to the County Commissioners for their consideration.

Frank Mongiello	Expressed his concern about traffic control at Lerro Road.

CLOSED TO PUBLIC

Tom Tedesco		Waiting for NJ DOT review for New Road in order to go out to bid.
				Will follow up with NJ American Water about fixing sinkhole at Carolina.

Dean Sparks		Farmland assessment forms are due by August 1st.
				Apologized for trash pickup date mix up.
				Waiting for the State to review the Township’s Farmland Preservation Plan.
SADC will be coming to Salem County on July 24th; meeting with each county.  SADC is considering raising the value of farm acreage.
School news:  new school nurse was hired, transportation secretary Jessica Thompson resigned and interim treasurer working 3 days/week; still looking for permanent candidate.
Dave Cairns, IT Dept. for Oldmans School, passed away this past weekend.
Salem County Fair begins August 5th
	
EXECUTIVE SESSION

Resolution 2024-102		Contract Negotiations – Insurance	(8:05 pm)
		Personnel – Crossing Guard
	Dean made a motion to approve, David Murphy seconded and both agreed.

SUMMARY:		(8:50 pm)

*Township Committee discussed potential insurance carriers.
*Considered an employment application for substitute crossing guard.
*Emergency Management Administrator position will be deleted and responsibilities will      be assumed by the Township Committee liaison.
*Discussed potential affordable housing properties.

David Murphy made a motion to hire Kathy Haskey as substitute crossing guard, Dean Sparks seconded the motion and both agreed.

There being no further business, on a motion from Mr. Sparks, seconded by Mr. Murphy and both agreed to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,



Melinda Taylor
Municipal Clerk



