Oldmans Township Committee
Meeting Minutes
October 9, 2024


The regular meeting of the Oldmans Township Committee was held on October 9, 2024.  Meeting was called to order by Mayor Murphy at 7:00 pm.  This meeting was held in compliance with the Sunshine Law.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Approval of Minutes:		September 11, 2024 Regular Meeting
				September 11, 2024 Executive Meeting
				September 18, 2024 Special Meeting
				September 18, 2024 Executive Meeting
				September 24, 2024 Budget Workshop
Mr. Sparks made a motion to approve, Mr. Ferrell seconded and all agreed.

Presentation by South Jersey Land Trust – Rain Garden.  Christine Nolan Presenter.
Their office is at the Oldmans Creek Preserve in Auburn.  They received a grant to build rain gardens in public spaces.  Some of the towns that had rain gardens installed include Pittsgrove, Alloway, Woodstown and Woolwich.  The grant pays for the installation costs: digging, soil, mulch, flowers.  The municipality would receive green infrastructure credit for our stormwater management program.  Maintenance of the garden would be the responsibility of the property owner.  Ms. Nolan has not spoken with the school yet.  The garden is more natural in appearance than groomed.  More information is available at the Rutgers Water Resources Program website.  The Township Committee asked that the school be given first choice as a recipient of the rain garden with the municipality being the second choice.
				
PAYMENT OF BILLS	Mr. Ferrell made a motion to approve, Mr. Sparks seconded and all agreed.

ADMINISTRATIVE

Small Cities Grant Award – Rehabilitation and Lead Paint Abatement.  The Township was awarded a grant from the Dept. of Community Affairs in the amount of $400,000.  Housing rehabilitation $200,000 and lead-based paint remediation $200,000.

Animal Shelter for 2025 – Oldmans received a letter from Animal Adoption Center stating that they are not renewing the contract for 2025.  Oldmans is one of eight Salem County municipalities that is not being renewed by their current animal shelter.  There have only been six Oldmans animals sent to the shelter so far this year.  All the other shelters are not taking on any more municipalities.


AFFORDABLE HOUSING:

Resolution 2025-122	Contract Award to Clark Caton & Hintz – Monitoring Housing Trust Fund Data Entry, NJDCA Affordable Housing Monitoring System, not to Exceed $3,200.00
	The Township will be responsible in February, 2025 to input the financial information into the AHMS system.
	Mr. Sparks made a motion to approve, Mr. Ferrell seconded and all agreed.

Resolution 2025-123	Market to Affordable Rental Program: 21 and 23 Cherry Street
	The landlord owns two units and would like to rent both units as deed restricted affordable housing (low income).  The deed restriction would be for 30 years so any future property owner would have to honor the deed restriction.  Each unit qualifies for $100,000 which would be paid from the affordable housing trust fund.  A Certificate of Occupancy inspection would also be required. 
	Mr. Sparks made a motion to approve, Mr. Ferrell seconded and both agreed.

Best Practices Survey – The completed form has been submitted to the State for their review.  Based on the answers the State determines the percentage of municipal aid is given to the Township.  Oldmans qualified at 100%.

TAX COLLECTOR:

Resolution 2024-124	Cancellation of Property Tax for Block 13.01/Lot3.08 – Totally Disabled Veteran
	Mr. Ferrell made a motion to approve, Mr. Sparks seconded and all agreed.

Resolution 2024-125	Refund of Real Estate Taxes for Block 42/Lots 21, 22, 25 and 34
	The assessed value was reduced which caused an overage on the tax payment.
	Mr. Ferrell made a motion to approve, Mr. Sparks seconded and all agreed.

EMERGENCY SERVICES:

Proposed Amendment to Chapter 15 “Fire Department” Section 1 -Reports – Changes were made in Spring, 2024 via Ordinance 2024-04.  No further changes are being considered at this time.

Temporary Closure of US Route 130 Bridge Over Oldmans Creek – There will be a six week temporary closure of the bridge for repainting and maintenance.  Work is set to begin December 16, 2024 and end January 27, 2025.  The detour is Porcupine Road to Straughns Mill and Route 295.  Signs will be posted for the detour.

Ordinance 2024-09	Amending Chapter 15 of the Oldmans Township Code Entitled “Rules and Regulations Governing Activities of Junior Firefighters”
	Two new rules regarding 14-16 year junior firefighter members were added to the existing rules:  junior members cannot be dispatched to a live emergency and will not be allowed to ride on the firetruck or brush truck to any dispatched calls.
Public Hearing	No public comment.
Resolution 2024-126	Final Adoption of Ordinance 2024-09
	Mr. Sparks made a motion to approve, Mr. Murphy seconded and both agreed.  Mr. Ferrell abstained.

Ordinance 2024-10	Amending Chapter 15 of the Oldmans Township Code Entitled “Fire Department”
	The minimum number of four (4) firefighters must be on the firetruck prior to leaving the station, with the exception of the water tanker which is allowed one (1) firefighter for water transportation only.
Public Hearing	No public comment.
Resolution 2024-127	Final Adoption of Ordinance 2024-10
	Mr. Sparks made a motion to approve, Mr. Murphy seconded and both agreed.  Mr. Ferrell abstained.

AUBURN WATER:

Fralinger Engineering PA for Civil Design/Bidding and Construction Inspection for the Installation of 53 Water Service Laterals for Auburn Water Recipient in the Amount of $41,900.00.  Due to a new State requirement, lead pipes between the water main and resident’s house must be replaced if suspected of lead or copper piping.  An ordinance will be introduced at the November meeting.
	
PUBLIC COMMENTS	No public comment.

Melinda Taylor	Bid for New Road repaving is due October 25th.  The winning bidder will be awarded the contract at the November meeting.

Dean Sparks	Mr. Ogbin will be out of the office temporarily.
	Bd. Of Education approved a girls and boys basketball coach.
	Saturday, October 19th is Household Hazardous Waste Day
	Harry Moore held a Clean Communities Clean up this month

David Murphy	Spoke with Commissioner Ed Ramsey regarding Perkintown Road.  Once the soil settles from replacing the pipe, then Perkintown Road can be repaved.
	Mr. Murphy made a motion to temporarily suspend Auburn Fire from operating as a fire company pending further investigation.  Mr. Sparks seconded and a roll call vote was taken:
	David Murphy		Yes
	Dean Sparks		Yes
	William Ferrell		Abstained
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Resolution 2024-128		Contract Negotiations – Affordable Housing Unit  (7:40 pm)
				Litigation – Municipal Tax Liens
				Personnel – Emergency Services
Mr. Ferrell made a motion to approve, Mr. Sparks seconded and all agreed.

SUMMARY:			(8:50 pm)

Affordable Housing – Both 78 Perkintown and 48 S. Railroad Avenue were discussed.
Litigation – Municipal Tax Liens.  Former municipal liens.
Emergency Services – proposed ordinances

There being no further business, with a motion from Mr. Sparks and seconded by Mr. Ferrell, all agreed to adjourn the meeting at 8:51 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,



Melinda Taylor
Municipal Clerk






