
Oldmans Township Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

November 13, 2024 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Oldmans Township Committee was held on November 13, 2024.  

Meeting was called to order by Mayor Murphy at 7:00 pm.  This meeting was held in 

compliance with the Sunshine Law.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 
Approval of Minutes:  October 9, 2024 Budget Meeting 

October 9, 2024 Regular Meeting 

    October 9, 2024 Executive Meeting 

    October 28, 2024 Budget Meeting 

    October 28, 2024 Executive Meeting 

Mr. Sparks made a motion to approve, Mr. Ferrell seconded and all 

agreed. 

    

FINANCE: 

 

Resolution 2024-130  Transfer of Funds Resolution 

Transfers between line items are allowed in November and December.  

This is not an increase in the budget. 

Mr. Sparks made a motion to approve, Mr. Ferrell seconded and all 

agreed. 

 

Ordinance 2024-11 Amending Chapter 42: Salary Compensation for Officers and Employees 

for 2025 

Resolution 2024-131  Introduction to Ordinance 2024-11 

Mr. Ferrell made a motion to approve, Mr. Sparks seconded and all 

agreed. 

     

PAYMENT OF BILLS Mr. Ferrell made a motion to approve, Mr. Sparks seconded and alla 

agreed. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

 

Small Cities Grant Award – Rehabilitation and Lead Paint Abatement:  Funds are available to income 

qualified property owners for lead-based paint abatement and home rehabilitation projects.  Ms. Taylor 

will follow up with the grantsman about possible funding for Auburn Water lead pipe replacement 

program. 

 

NJ DOT Local Freight Impact Fund 2025: If interested, application is due January 8, 2025. 

 

Perkintown Road, Bridge over Route 295 Construction: NJ DOT will be raising the overpass six inches 

over Route 295 at Perkintown Road.  R E Pearson was awarded the contract.  Work should begin first 

quarter of 2025 and should last for 18 months.  Traffic will be allowed to drive on the Perkintown 

overpass but will be one lane only, controlled by a traffic light. 



Pennsville-Pedrickotwn & New Jersey American Water: NJAW will be installing new service laterals on 

Pennsville-Pedricktown Road.  New Road has been designated as the detour route.  Once the pipe work 

is complete, the road will be repaved. 

 

Resolution 2024-132 Awarding Paving Plus LLC for Partial Repaving of New Road 

 Oldmans Township received a state grant in the amount of $93,000 to 

finish the paving on New Road.  Three bids were received with the low 

bid at approximately $73,000.  The low bidder is the same contractor 

who completed the first phase of the New Road paving. 

 Mr. Sparks made a motion to approve, Mr. Ferrell seconded and all 

agreed. 

 

Resolution 2024-133 Property Maintenance Lien for Block 33/Lot 1 i/a/o $389.93 

 Mr. Ferrell made a motion to approve, Mr. Sparks seconded and all 

agreed. 

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES: 

 

Ordinance 2024-12 Amending Chapter 15 of the Oldmans Township Code Entitled “Rules 

and Regulations Governing Activities of Junior Firefighters” 

 Additional restrictions have been placed on junior firefighters – no calls 

will be allowed to agricultural properties, commercial properties or 

industrial properties.  Public hearing will be held at the December 11th 

meeting. 

Resolution 2024-134 Introduction to Ordinance 2024-12 

 Mr. Sparks made a motion to approve, Mr. Ferrell seconded and all 

agreed. 

  

Ordinance 2024-13 Amending Chapter 15 of the Oldmans Township Code Entitled “Fire 

Department” 

 First truck must have 4 firefighters, second truck is allowed two 

firefighters and calls to assist ambulance will require two firefighters. 

Resolution 2024-135 Introduction to Ordinance 2024-13 

 Mr. Sparks made a motion to approve, Mr. Ferrell seconded and all 

agreed. 

 

Ordinance 2024-14 Agreement Between Oldmans Township and Emergency Services: Fire 

 NJ Statute allows municipalities to authorize a volunteer fire 

department within their municipality.   Public hearing will be held at the 

December 11th meeting. 

Resolution 2024-136 Introduction to Ordinance 2024-14 

 Mr. Sparks made a motion to approve, Mr. Ferrell seconded and all 

agreed. 

 

Membership Application to Logan Volunteer Fire Company – Zachary Bevis:  Mr. Sparks made a motion 

to approve, Mr. Murphy seconded and both agreed.  Mr. Ferrell abstained. 

AUBURN WATER: 

 



Resolution 2024-137 Annual Testing of Auburn Water Conducted by Vineland Environmental 

Laboratories, LLC 

 Mr. Ferrell made a motion to approve, Mr. Sparks seconded and all 

agreed. 

 

Resolution 2024-138 Award of Contract to Fralinger Engineering PA for Civil Design for the 

Installation of 53 Water Service Laterals for Auburn Water Residents in 

the Amount of $22,500.00 

 State mandate to replace lead water service lines. This contract is for 

engineering of the project. 

 Mr. Ferrell made a motion to approve, Mr. Sparks seconded and all 

agreed. 

 

Authorization of Payment of Bill to Fralinger Engineering in the Amount of $22,500.00 – Mr. Ferrell 

made a motion to approve, Mr. Sparks seconded and all agreed. 

 

PLANNING BOARD 

 

Ordinance 2024-15 Amending Chapter 110 of the Oldmans Township Code Providing for 

Increased Fees in Connection with Applications to the Oldmans 

Township Joint Planning and Zoning Board 

 Public hearing will take place at the December 11th meeting.  Mr. 

Murphy read the list of fees to be increased. 

Resolution 2024-139 Introduction to Ordinance 2024-15 

 Mr. Ferrell made a motion to approve, Mr. Sparks seconded and all 

agreed. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Joe DiNicola An outside complaint was lodged about Auburn Fire.  There are three 

outside agencies investigating the complaint.  The Township is waiting 

to hear from one more agency, NJ Dept. of Labor.  No decision will be 

made regarding the reinstatement of Auburn Fire at tonight’s meeting. 

 

Kelly Woronicak (Mother to Lucas, junior firefighter) Read a prepared statement stating 

that as parents they knew what their son was signing up for.  Praised 

Chief Melody Reese.  Wants to have Lucas get experience and not be 

used as an excuse to close Auburn Fire 

 

Brian Berry Firefighter since 1999.  Knows of the troubled history between the two 

fire companies.  Recalled an incident with Dean Sparks driving the 

school bus with children past a fire scene and over the fire hose.  

Concerned that homeowner’s insurance will rise for those close to 

Auburn Fire if station is closed.  All residents of Oldmans Township pay 

to support fire services.  Auburn Fire was not called to the fire on 

Pennsville-Pedricktown Road which engulfed a residential unit. 

 



Dan Evans Did not like to press release that was signed by Mayor Murphy.  Did not 

believe that the press release should have been done on a public forum.  

Requested an apology to Mel Reese.  Also stated previous ordinance 

referencing number of firefighters on a truck referenced the wrong 

statute.  NFPA 17:10 was sited which is for career firefighters; should 

have referenced 17:20 for volunteer firefighters. 

 17:10 – four people on the truck/17:20 allows six staff to be on stie first 

14 minutes, which includes mutual aid.  Putting the Township at risk 

with the required numbers. 

 

Colleen McCauley Mom to five children and pets.  Auburn Fire responded to her home for 

her children and when her grandmother was in distress.  Auburn Fire is 

there for community members.  A transformer blew during the 

suspension of Auburn Fire which caused sparks on the ground.  Thanked 

volunteers for their commitment. 

 

Melody Reese (Chief of Auburn Fire) Thanked Auburn Fire and community for 

attending meeting.  Has been an Oldmans resident for 30 years and a 

member of EMS for 20 years.  Voted in as Chief in 2008.  Expressed her 

concerns regarding the safety of Auburn residents during the closure; 

believes the decision was made in haste.  Requested the station be 

allowed to reopen. 

 

David Valichka Has a family business in Oldmans which pays taxes.  Mom was first 

woman mayor in Oldmans.  Suggested merging the two fire companies 

into one and work together.  Wants the animosity to stop and 

requested that Auburn Fire be reopened. 

 

Kristine Peltz Has been a resident for ten years.  Believes Auburn Village has been 

placed in danger, especially during this dry season.  Trucks are too heavy 

to get to Auburn in the case of a fire.  Wants the two fire companies to 

work together. 

 

Pam Holmes (Captain of Pedricktown Ambulance) The incident in August was a 

horrible night.  Firefighters need to get along; the animosity is effecting 

the relationship between the fire company and ambulance squad.  

Requested that Auburn Fire be reinstated.  Township Committee 

shouldn’t wait for the outside agency.  Committee should have spoken 

to Pam first before closing Auburn Fire to hear from her.  The Township 

would not have enough money to fund a paid ambulance squad. 

 

CLOSED TO PUBLIC 

 

Joe DiNicola Will reach out to the Department of Labor to find out if Auburn Fire is in 

compliance.  If the letter is received before the November 25th budget 

meeting, a special meeting will be announced.  No decision will be made 

at tonight’s meeting. 

 



EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

Resolution 2024-140  Contract Negotiations – 15 S. Railroad  (8:20 pm) 
    Contract Negotiations – 48 S. Railroad 

    Personnel – Salary for 2025 & 

Mr. Ferrell made a motion to approve, Mr. Sparks seconded and 

all agreed. 

 

SUMMARY:   (9:00 pm) 

 

Contract Negotiations – former elementary school.  Meeting will be scheduled with the owner. 

Contract Negotiations - 48 S. Railroad Avenue – potential affordable housing 

Personnel – Auburn Water personnel. 

Personnel – Deputy Clerk position. 

 

There being no further business, with a motion from Mr. Ferrell and seconded by Mr. Sparks, all 

agreed to adjourn the meeting at 9:01 pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Melinda Taylor 

Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


