
Oldmans Township Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

May 14, 2025 
 

The regular meeting of the Oldmans Township Committee was held on May 14, 2025.  Meeting was 
called to order by Mayor Ferrell at 7:00 pm.  This meeting was held in compliance with the Sunshine 
Law.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Members Present:  William Ferrell III, Jeff Newman, Brian Porch, John Pomponi and Dean Sparks 
 
Meeting called to order 
Sunshine Law Statement 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Approval of Minutes:  April 9, 2025 Regular Meeting 
    April 9, 2025 Executive Meeting 
    Mr. Newman made a motion to approve, Mr. Porch seconded   
    and all agreed. 
     
FINANCE OFFICE: 
 
Resolution 2025-71  Local Examination of the 2025 Municipal Budget 
    State reviews the municipal budget every three years.  In   
    between, the municipality is allowed to self-exam.  This year is  
    a self-exam. 
    Mr. Newman made a motion to approve, Mr. Porch seconded   
    and all agreed. 
 
Resolution 2025-72  Read 2025 Municipal Budget by Title Only 
    Mr. Newman made a motion to approve, Mr. Porch seconded   
    and a roll call vote was held: 
    Ferrell  Yes 
    Newman Yes 
    Pomponi Yes 
    Porch  Yes 
    Sparks  Yes 
 
Public Hearing  2025 Municipal Budget 
    Mr. Sparks made a motion to open to the public, Mr. Newman  
    seconded. 
 
Melody Reese   Wanted to know how the Township operates financially. 
 
Diane Elwell   Local purpose (municipal) tax rate is 0.177.  Open Space tax   
    0.020.  Total tax rate is 2.825 which includes school and   
    county.  Ms. Elwell supplied two pie charts for the public to   
    review showing how the tax rate is broken down and how the   
    budget is divided for spending.  The municipal budget equates  
    to $2.8 million. 
CLOSED TO PUBLIC 
 



 
Resolution 2025-73  Adoption of 2025 Municipal Budget 
    Mr. Porch made a motion to approve, Mr. Newman seconded   
    and a roll call vote was held: 
    Ferrell  Yes 
    Newman Yes 
    Pomponi Yes 
    Porch  Yes 
    Sparks  Yes 
 
Resolution 2025-74 New Road Phase III Resurfacing Project Change Order i/a/o 

$3,950.58. 
 Change order allowed an additional 300’ to be paved.  Funds were 

leftover from grant. 
 Mr. Newman made a motion to approve, Mr. Porch seconded and all 

agreed. 
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS Mr. Newman made a motion to approve, Mr. Pomponi seconded and 

all agreed. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE: 
 
Resolution 2025-75 Authorizing a Subsidy of $200,000 from the Township’s Affordable 

Housing Market to Affordable Program for the Creation of a Rental 
Property from Marke Rate to Affordable for 21 & 23 Cherry Street 

 Funds will be made available once each unit is issued a Certificate 
of Occupancy.  Property will be deed restricted to affordable 
housing. 

 Mr. Porch made a motion to approve, Mr. Newman seconded and all 
agreed. 

 
Resolution 2025-80 Opposing the New Jersey Resilient Environments and Landscapes 

(REAL) Rules Proposed under the NJDEP’s Protecting Against 
Climate Threats (NJPACT) Initiative 

 Mr. Ferrell read the resolution to the public to help in understanding.  
The State wishes to restructure the building code for rising seal 
levels but at what appears to be a drastic change in building code.  
League of Municipalities agrees to the opposition. Governor Murphy 
signed an executive order authorizing REAL, with no legislative input. 

 Mr. Porch made a motion to approve, Mr. Pomponi seconded and all 
agreed. 

 
NJ DOT 2026 State Aid Program: Municipal Aid for Local Transportation Projects 
Based on the recommendation of Scott Myers, Public Works, he recommended applying for Donna 
Drive and Helen Avenue with Donna Drive being the priority. 
 
Statewide Insurance Fund: 2025 Safety and Loss Control Grant Program 
Statewide is offering a grant based on 1% of the municipalities assessment.  Application is due 
October 31, 2025.  The Committee discussed the possibility of funding cameras for the emergency 
vehicles.  The Committee will send their ideas to Ms. Taylor who will seek guidance from Statewide. 
 
 



Animal Shelter – Salem County Humane Society 
Two Oldmans dogs were taken to the Humane Society by Ned Shimp.  Mr. Shimp suggested that the 
municipality give the Humane Society a donation since they are not charging the municipality for 
their care.  Mr. Porch suggested $250.00 donation for each animal, Mr. Newman seconded and all 
agreed. 
 
TAX COLLECTOR: 
 
Resolution 2025-76 Tax Exemption for Block 13.01/Lot 3.22 – 3 Chelsea Avenue 
 Mr. Newman made a motion to approve, Mr. Pomponi seconded and 

all agreed. 
 
Resolution 2025-77 Tax Exemption for Block 13.01/Lot 3.26 – 13 Katie Drive 
 Mr. Pomponi made a motion to approve, Mr. Newman seconded and 

all agreed. 
 
PLANNING BOARD: 
 
Ordinance 2025-06 Repeal of Chapter 110, Section 21 of the Township of Oldmans Code 

Entitled “Airport Hazard Areas” 
Public Hearing 
 
Melody Reese   Wanted to know more about the hazard area. 
 
Dean Sparks   Hazard area was a safety zone for buidings.   Since the airport  
    is no longer in existence, the hazard area does not apply.    
    Chapter One Farm wishes to preserve its farm but the airport   
    hazard area was causing problems with the preservation. 
 
Joe DiNicola   State has acknowledged that the airport is closed.  The airport  
    hazard area limited the use in the zone if it was still present. 
 
Resolution 2025-78 Final Adoption of Ordinance 2025-06 
  Mr. Sparks made a motion to approve, Mr. Newman seconded 

 and all agreed. 
 
Resolution 2025-79  Opposing Legislation that Permits Accessory Dwelling Units 
  Legislature would allow the construction of small dwelling  units 

 on a property that already has a home.  For Oldmans  Township this 
 would cause problems with septic and well water. 

  Mr. Porch made a motion to approve, Mr. Pomponi seconded  and all 
 agreed. 

 
Accepting Resignation of Rick Verdecchio – School Board Liaison (Alternate #4) 
 
Accepting Resignation of Gary Green – Alternate #1 
 
Mayoral Appointment of School Board Liaison to Planning Board (Alternate #4) – Dan Daly 
 
Mayoral Appointment Alternate #3 – Pete Talarico 
 
 



EMERGENCY SERVICES: 
 
Auburn Volunteer Fire Membership – Jesse Bray:  Mr. Newman made a motion to approve, Mr. Porch 
seconded and all agreed. 
 
Auburn Volunteer Fire Membership – Jacob Kirkendoll:  Mr. Newman made a motion to approve, Mr. 
Porch seconded and all agreed. 
 
Pedricktown Ambulance Jr. Membership – Krishani Parikh: Mr. Newman made a motion to approve, 
Mr. Porch seconded and all agreed. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Frank Mongiello   Expressed his concern about the cost of paving New Road; 

 believes it to be an over expenditure. 
 
Bill Ferrell  Took several years to finish. 
 
Brian Porch  Municipality has to pay prevailing wage for the project which 

 increases the cost. 
 
Dean Sparks  Had to replace the guiderail last year, mandated by the State, 

 rather than use the funds to paving New Road. 
 
Frank Mongiello  Concerned about warehouse exit/entrance onto Woodstown-

 Pedricktown Road. 
 
Joe DiNicola  The Planning Board will decide the application, not the 

 Township Committee. 
 
Rick Verdecchio  Pedricktown Fire will be hosting a Movie Night for families on  June 

 7th.  It’s a community gathering with popcorn and refreshments.  
 The movie will be child friendly. 

 
Ken Manahl  Wanted to know if the detour could be enforced better for the 

 Oldmans Creek Bridge closure.  Cars are speeding and illegally 
 passing. 

 
Bill Ferrell  Both the State Police and Sheriff’s office have been notified.  It 

 is hoped that the project will be finished by July 2nd.  He spoke  
 with County Public Works who are waiting for signs to be 
 installed to deter truck traffic on Mill Street.  The signs should 
 be coming shortly. 

 
Ken Manahl  GPS states the speed limit for Mill Street as 40 mph. 
  The posted speed limit is 35 mph. 
 
Frank Mongiello  Would like the Township Committee and County to consider  other 

 methods of traffic control such as more 3 and 4 way  stops and 
 humps to slow people down. 

 



Bill Ferrell  Have to work with the County since the majority of roads in Oldmans 
 are County owned.  Police want consistency in the speed limit so 
 that it is easier to ticket speeders. 

 
Nancy Bond  Logan Police have been arresting people over in Oldmans.  Could 

 the bridge contractor hire the State Police to direct traffic? 
 
Bill Ferrell  The bridge project is State project not a County project.  Working on 

 better traffic control. 
 
Theresa DeSanto  Wanted to know when the Perkintown overpass project will begin. 
 
Jeff Newman  Spoke with Pierson Construction who stated that NJ DOT is 

 delaying the project.  Should begin the middle or end of June.  
 Perkintown Road will be shut down for one year with detours 
 posted. 

 
Kevin Norton  Wanted to know the results of the public meeting for Auburn  Water. 
 
Bill Ferrell  The meeting was informative with no formal action taken. State law 

 is mandating the lead pipes be replaced.  There will be another 
 meeting in the future. 

 
Kevin Norton  Could each Auburn resident drill their own well? 
 
Bill Ferrell  Township was considering that possibility but now that the State has 

 mandated the lead pipe replacement it is unlikely that test wells will 
 be drilled.  Lead replacement program must  be completed by 2030. 

 
Brian Porch  In 1980’s Penns Grove Water was offered Auburn Water which 

 was declined.  New Jersey American Water doesn’t have any  close 
 water connections so is not interested in assuming Auburn Water. 

 
CLOSED TO PUBLIC 
 
Jeff Newman  School Board – mentioned that there was a picnic at the tennis  

 court.  Property was cleaned up by the families having the picnic. 
  School Board – Township is giving the old zero turn mower to the 

 school for them to use to mow their grass.  The transfer will take 
 place next week. 

  County Road Dept – They have a new road opening permit which is 
 much more detailed. 

  County Road Dept – Was given a map showing 5 year  projections of 
 road projects.   

  Pennsville-Pedricktown Road – NJ American Water will 
 resurface the road where they worked. 

  Pennsville-Pedricktown Road – metal plate.  County getting an 
 estimate to replace the plate.  Need aggregate and paving. 

  N. Railroad Avenue – County is aware of the sink hold by the 
 railroad tracks. 



  Auburn Water – met with Pierson Contruction who used a metal 
 detector.   The detector indicated that the pipes under the road are 
 metal. 

 
Dean Sparks  May 17 & 18 is the Salem County Art Tour – Chapter One Farm 

 is a stop in Oldmans Township. 
  On May 3rd the Salem County Commissioners held a dedication at 

 the Perkintown Road Park which was renamed in memory of the 
 Gaudreau brothers. 

  SADC is processing three farmland preservation applications 
 in Oldmans which total approximately 300 acres.  This does not 
 include the application for Chapter One Farm. 

 
Brian Porch  The Tire Amnesty Week yielded 96 tires. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: (8:02 pm) 
 
Resolution 2025-81  Contract Negotiation – Cash Management Plan 

Contract Negotiation – Emergency Services 
  Contract Negotiation – Auburn Fire & Auburn Water 
  Contract Negotiation – Ordinance 2025-01 (Deployment) 
  Contract Negotiation – Knight Owl Holdings 
  Contract Negotiation – D2 Penny Run 
  Contract Negotiation – Former Truck Stop 
  Litigation – King Companies Urban Renewal LLC 
  Litigation –V Brothers Real Estate   
  Mr. Newman made motion to approve, Mr. Porch seconded and 

 all agreed. 
   
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: (9:04 pm) 

Resolution 2025-82  Amending the Township’s Cash Management Plan (by title   
    only) to include three additional banks: Elmer Bank, Franklin   
    Bank and Ocean Bank. 
    Mr. Newman made a motion to approve, Mr. Porch seconded   
    and all agreed. 
 
Emergency Services  Mr. Porch made a motion to approve and send the contracts,   
    Mr. Newman seconded and all agreed. Contracts for    
    emergency services will be sent to each fire company and   
    ambulance squad.  Would like the signed contracts returned by the  
    June meeting. 
 
Auburn Water   Mr. DiNicola will prepare an easement document to allow the  
    Township access to Auburn Water through property owned by  
    Auburn Fire. 
 
Ordinance 2025-07  Amending Ordinance 2025-01 – Fire Department: Deployment  
    (by title only).  Clarifying truck numbers in the body of the   
    ordinance. 
 
Resolution 2025-83  Introduction to Ordinance 2025-07 (by title only) 



    Mr. Newman made a motion, Mr. Pomponi seconded and all   
    agreed. 
 
Resolution 2025-84  Resolution Authorizing the Planning Board to Conduct an “In   
    Need of Redevelopment” Study for Block 28, Lots 11, 12, 13,   
    14, 15,16, 17, 29, 30, 30.01, 31, 32, 33, 34, 38, 39, 40, 41, 46,   
    47 & 47.01 Pursuant to Local Redevelopment and Housing   
    Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1, et seq. (by title only) 
    Mr. Newman made a motion to approve, Mr. Porch seconded   
    and all agreed. 
 
Resolution 2025-85  Resolution Authorizing the Planning Board to Conduct an “In   
    Need of Redevelopment” Study for Block 29.01, Lot 14  
    Pursuant to Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A.   
    40A:12A-1, et seq. (by title only) 
    Mr. Newman made a motion to approve, Mr. Porch seconded   
    and all agreed.  
 
Truck Stop   Will be included in the redevelopment study but will be the   
    only lot considered for condemnation. 
 
Resolution 2025-86  Authorizing the Establishment of an Escrow Account to Fund the  
    Cost of the Township Professional Services Associated with the  
    Redevelopment of Certain Properties Located in Oldmans Township  
    (Block 29.01/Lot 14) (by title only) 
    Mr. Newman made a motion to approve, Mr. Porch seconded and all  
    agreed. 
 
Resolution 2025-87  Authorizing the Establishment of an Escrow Account to Fund the  
    Cost of the Township Professional Services Associated with the  
    Redevelopment of Certain Properties Located in Oldmans Township  
    (Block 28/Lots 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 29, 30, 30, 30.01, 31, 32, 33, 
    34, 38, 39, 40, 41, 46, 47 and 47.01) (by title only) 
    Mr. Newman made a motion to approve, Mr. Porch seconded and all  
    agreed. 
  
There being no further business, with a motion from Mr. Newman and seconded by Mr. Pomponi, 
all agreed to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Melinda Taylor 
Municipal Clerk 


