
Oldmans Township Committee 

Meeting Minutes
April 8, 2026

The regular meeting of the Oldmans Township Committee was held on April 8, 2026, Meeting was 

called to order by Mayor Newman at 7:00 pm. This meeting was held in compliance with Sunshine 

Law. All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Present: Mayor Jeffrey Newman, Dean Sparks, William Ferrell III, Brian Porch, John Pomponi 

Also Present: Diane Elwell, Chief Financial Officer, Christine Pippet, Acting Municipal Clerk 

and Linwood Donelson, Township Solicitor

SPECIAL PRESENTATION – SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

Sheriff Mike Peterson (Salem County Sheriff’s Office) addressed the Committee and residents 

regarding traffic concerns within the Township, particularly involving truck traffic.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Mr. Porch and seconded by Mr. Ferrell for the approval minutes for the 

March 11, 2026 – Regular Meeting, March 11, 2026 – Executive Session and March 25, 2026, Budget 

Workshop meetings.

Motion carried. 

ORDINANCES

Ordinance 2026-04 - Amending Chapter 160 – Snow Removal & Parking 

The meeting was open for Public Comment, no one appeared, the meeting was closed to the public. 

A Motion was made by Mr. Porch and seconded by Mr. Ferrell to approve Ordinance 2026-04 

Amending Chapter 160 – Snow Removal & Parking. A Roll Call Vote: All in favor

Ordinance 2026-05 Amending Chapter 111 – Land Use (Affordable Housing Compliance) 

The meeting was open for Public Comment, no one appeared, the meeting was closed to the public.

Discussion regarding state planning coordination and upcoming state review meetings. Solicitor 

advised ordinance adoption is required for compliance; future amendments may be made if 

necessary.

Motion was made by Mr. Porch and seconded by Mr. Ferrell to approve Ordinance 2026-05 

Amending Chapter 111 – Land Use (Affordable Housing Compliance). A Roll Call Vote: All in favor

Ordinance 2026-06-Exceeding Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits (CAP Ordinance) 

The meeting was open for Public Comment. Mr. Bialecki commented on and expressed concern 

regarding increase exceeding cost-of-living adjustments. Ms. Elwell, Explanation provided 

Ordinance allows flexibility and unused cap may be banked for future years.

A Motion to adopt Ordinance 2026-06 was made by Mr. Porch and seconded by Mr. Pomponi. Roll
Call Vote: All in favor
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Ordinance 2026-07 Establishing Salaries for Township Employees (2026) 

The meeting was open for Public Comment, no one appeared, the meeting was closed to the public. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2026-07 Establishing Salaries for Township Employees (2026) was 

made by Mr. Porch and Seconded by Mr. Pomponi. A roll call vote, all were in favor aside from Mr. 

Sparks who voted no.

Ordinance 2026-08 I-295 Interchange 7 Redevelopment Plan (Introduction) 

An overview of permitted uses including warehousing, offices, laboratories, and related uses. 

There was clarification regarding data centers that are not included use. A Motion was made by Mr. 

Porch and seconded by Mr. Pomponi to Introduce Ordinance 2026-08 I-295 Interchange 7 

Redevelopment Plan (Introduction). Roll Call Vote: All in favor. Public Hearing is set for May 13, 

2026.

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution 2026-73 Introduction of 2026 Municipal Budget 

A motion was made by Mr. Porch and seconded by Mr. Pomponi to approve Resolution 2026-73 

Introduction of 2026 Municipal Budget. Includes a one-cent increase in the local tax rate. Roll Call 

Vote: All in favor. Public hearing scheduled for May.

Resolution 2026-74 Authorization of Signatories for Tax Accounts 

A motion was made by Mr. Porch and seconded by Mr. Ferrell to approve Resolution 2026-74 

Authorization of Signatories for Tax Accounts. Roll Call Vote: All in favor

Resolution 2026-75 Authorization to Purchase Copier Equipment 

A motion was made by Mr. Porch and seconded by Mr. Pomponi to approve Resolution 2026-75 

Authorization to Purchase Copier Equipment. Roll Call Vote: All in favor

Resolution 2026-76 Referral of Redevelopment Plan to Planning Board
A motion was made by Mr. Porch and seconded by Mr. Pomponi to approve Resolution 2026-76
Referral of Redevelopment Plan to Planning Board. Roll Call Vote: All in favor

FINANCE

PAYMENT OF BILLS 

A motion was made by Mr. Porch and seconded by Mr. Ferrell authorizing the Chief Financial 

Officer to pay the bills. Roll Call Vote: All in favor

Tax Collector’s Report – March 2026
The March 2026 Tax Collector’s Report was presented. A motion was made by Mr. Pomponi and
seconded to approve the report. Motion carried unanimously.

Report of Taxes Not Collectible
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The Township Committee reviewed correspondence from the Tax Collector pursuant to NJSA 54:4-
91 regarding taxes deemed uncollectible for the year 2026. The Tax Collector reported that no 

properties were identified as uncollectible at this time. 

A motion was made and seconded to accept the report. 

Motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Brian Bilecki- A resident stated that he was withdrawing a prior request regarding a lien matter 

involving his homeowner’s association, noting that the HOA had reached a settlement. He 

expressed concern regarding comments previously made by the Committee indicating they did not 

wish to become involved and stated he would have preferred a legal explanation for the Township’s 

position.

Sandy Collom - Ms. Collom addressed the Committee regarding data centers and redevelopment 

concerns. She recommended that the Township begin reviewing and potentially updating its 

Municipal Land Use Ordinance and Master Plan to address data centers before applications are 

submitted to the Township. She referenced actions being considered in neighboring municipalities 

and concerns raised by planning and environmental organizations regarding impacts from data 

centers.

Kevin Norton – Mr. Norton requested clarification on data centers. It was explained they are large 

facilities used for data processing and storage. Discussions included concerns about high energy 

and water use, heat and noise impacts, and large building size, as well as potential effects on the 

surrounding community.

Steve Baker – Mr. Baker discussed actions by neighboring municipalities regarding detention and 

data centers and urged proactive review of Township ordinances. Discussion addressed municipal 

versus federal authority, potential limits on local control, and zoning considerations. Ongoing 

regional concerns were acknowledged.

COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS

Mr. Sparks -Salem County Improvement Authority – Household Hazardous Waste Day 

Residents were reminded that the Salem County Improvement Authority would hold its Household 

Hazardous Waste Collection Day on Saturday, April 18, 2026, from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Another 

collection event will be held in October.

Mr. Pompoini-met with Salem County Mosquito Commission regarding drainage concerns on 

Auburn Road. A clogged drain line was identified and partially cleared. Additional county personnel 

will continue evaluating and clearing the ditch line to improve drainage flow.

Tire Amnesty ProgramResidents were reminded that Tire Amnesty Week would be held the 

following week, Monday through Friday. The program allows disposal of up to four tires per resident 

with no rims permitted.
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Christine Pippet-reported ongoing discussions with SDL regarding migration from GovPilot 

software. Topics included coordination with Woodstown, shared inspector access, cloud-based 

records, future online plan review, and a no-cost migration proposal. An update on copier 

replacement and office technology was also provided.

Mayor Newman- Auburn Water Line Inspection -Updates were provided regarding line 

inspections being conducted in Auburn. One galvanized line was identified at the Auburn Firehouse 

and will require replacement. Additional investigation is being conducted to determine the material 

of the main line.

School Budget Update 

Mayor Newman reported attending a recent school board meeting where increases in school taxes 

were discussed due to rising healthcare costs. Additional county tax information was not yet 

available.

EXECUTIVE SESSION Resolution 2026-77 

A motion was made by Mr. Ferrell and seconded by Mr. Pomponi to enter Executive Session for 

discussion of:
 Legal advice
 Oldmans Estates Homeowners Association matters
 Redevelopment matters
 Personnel matters

Motion carried unanimously. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

Storage Container Ordinance 

Discussion occurred regarding a proposed ordinance permitting storage containers for nonprofit 

emergency service organizations.

HOA Meeting RequestOldmans Estates Homeowners Association requested use of the Township 

meeting room for a future HOA meeting. The Committee expressed no objection and requested 

that dates and times be coordinated through Township staff.

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

Christine Pippet 

Acting Municipal Clerk


